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Jack of All Trades (Part 2)

by Nathan Reeves

BRCA is not a “Jack of All Trades” school. We do not dabble in what we can only pretend to be good at.
We believe knowledge and character are very important to God, and, therefore, we focus on these two 0
areas. As mentioned last month, knowledge is both biblical and academic. The Bible is taught and applied
throughout each day at BRCA, and our skilled teachers know how to use the most rigorous curriculum
written — Abeka. Our students receive an excellent education. But this month, we will look at what might
separate us from other academically strong schools — our Character Development Program. e

At BRCA, we define character as doing what’s right, even when it’s hard. We aim to instill in our
students a desire to do the right thing (if everyone is looking or if no one is), and “right” is dictated by the 3
principles outlined in the Bible. We have chosen nine character traits to teach throughout the year — one
per month and then built upon. These traits are modeled, taught, and rewarded consistently at BRCA.

While there are more character traits that will be taught, we narrowed it down to the most important
nine. In September, we taught OBEDIENCE. Obedience is action brought about by submission to authority =
and simply involves following directions and rules immediately, completely, and happily. October’s trait
was RESPECT - to honor or to have consideration for. We hope to instill manners like speaking to adults '
when spoken to (with eye contact), saying “Yes, ma’am”, not interrupting, proper table manners, and
saying “Pardon me” instead of “What?” or “Huh?”, to name a few. THANKFULNESS is outwardly
expressing gratefulness. Students should say “Thank you” every time they are given something and “No, 2
thank you” when they do not take it. INTEGRITY would include telling the truth even if facing trouble, not '
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exaggerating to friends, and obeying the spirit of the law (not just the letter). RESPONSIBILITY is being
accountable for your actions and fulfilling your duties (e.g., do what you say, don’t make excuses, make E
work a priority, etc.). Making right choices is DISCERNMENT, and involves asking God to help you choose s
wisely when it comes to situations such as when the teacher is out of the room or when something does
not go your way. DILIGENCE includes being thorough in classwork, homework, and room jobs. Showing 3
KINDNESS involves giving compliments to others, playing with someone you do not normally play with, g
and greeting classroom guests. And finally, SERVICE means selflessly helping others. Students should be g

constantly offering help to teachers and other students. This is the last one because after years of
training, service is the direction that teenagers should be taught to go.

It may take several years before these traits become our students’ traits, but by God’s grace, in
conjunction with each parent, it can happen. The desire to do right must be planted and grown from the
time your child is young and throughout adolescence. Our goal for training character is to produce young g
people who desire to do right on their own by obeying God’s principles.
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Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Assembly
Parents of Elementary students will want to join us for s
this assembly of praise. Each class will have a LN

g presentation onstage that you won’t want to miss! No
,;"‘ aftercare that day.

.' Nov. 26-28 Thanksgiving Break

~ Nov. 17-21 Good Shepherd Children’s Home Food Drive : : . Btk
W8 <o thi , - Hild ab S e Have a wonderful break. Enjoy the family, fellowship, AL
o Use this opportunity to teach your child a out giving. Let’s and especially the food!
| beaHUGE encouragement to the children and staff at the ')
Hildren’s h i | Dec. 4-6 Couples Retreat
chitarens . c?me this year: Relax and recharge with a two-night getaway for AT
. Nov. 21 Spirit Day , : . : AR
Etei o _ married couples! There will be outstanding preaching, B
1 Thisis the day to wear all things BRCA! Get your Merch : o ..
it ; enjoyable activities, and delicious food. g
.. Storeordersin now! S
: - Nov. 25 Middle School Team Parent Day o
""1 Parents come and meet our middle schoolers, eat lunch ‘
with your child, participate in a team meeting and
a experience a wheel spin (maybe even a jacket ceremony)!
TRk i
= *i . i
, H elpfu I‘ Fa‘m I I'y Ap ps Echo is a prayer app that
Whi y If you don’t have parental allows you to create Pl
Ty controls on the devices in (& shuffle) a prayer list. ’ |
RS your home, you might be It even can remind you throughout DOn t fOrget youlr
~ | too late. This is something we the week to pray for specific requests. M UStang merch!
.. recommend for all families. Qustodio  It’s simple & free! e
"Et " helps parents control screen time, Quickenis asimple,yet | :F
. games, and adult content. This app Verses provides an powerful, budgeting app. =
does cost $4.58/month, but it’s one excellent way to memorize This app allows you to o
of the best types of apps you can Scripture. [t incorporates @ track all spending, set goals for
have. Even if you don’t get Qustodio, ~ variety of memory techniques &  saving, & tell your money exactly |,
please get some sort of parental €ncourages you to start & maintain where to go! The app has many = .
control app. memory streaks. The app starts at  plans options depending on your
$4.99. needs starting at $5.99/month. ,.

BATTLE Book of the Month by nathan reeves

S Mot Battle for the American Mind by Pete Hegseth (Secretary of War)

AMERICAN S

*MIND Main Idea: American progressives (liberals) of the late 19th & early 20th centuries saw education ,.,,;

cirtupibter ¢ behiolibdele: as a vehicle to change society, one child’s mind at a time. Before you ever consider putting your j“\

A . o o . s:lﬁ‘-t'r' & '-"‘E ;

| E ey
. PETE HEGSETH child in a public school, please read this book! i -'}?&5
W i WITH D&FES COO0WIN :fyf‘:.«f
Favorite Quote: In defense of using the public school system to rid America of its Christian )

paideia, Charles Potter said, “What can theistic Sunday School, meeting for an hour once a week, 'w;'f‘
do to stem the tide of a five day program of humanistic teaching?” }
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And as always, you are more than welcome to borrow this book from me.
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Middie Seheol SCUCORT Highlight
with Keegan Merkile

Miss Blackwell: What is your favorite thing to do?

Keegan: | love to play video games and soccer!

Miss Blackwell: What is your favorite thing about your family?
Keegan: They hang out with me and love to spend time with me!
Miss Blackwell: What do you like most about your teachers?
Keegan: They like to make class fun by adding games and make
sure we understand our classwork before moving on to the next

Character Trait of the Month

THANKFULNESS

Definition: expressing gratefulness;
outwardly giving thanks!

Examples:
thing! 1. Say “Thank you” each time you
Miss Blackwell: What is your favorite thing about Middle School receive something
at BRCA? 2. Never complain.

3. Say “No, thank you” each time you
are offered something that you do not
take.

Keegan: The team meetings and the wheel spin!
Miss Blackwell: What do you hope to do when you grow up?
Keegan: | would like to work with my dad at his business!

STUIETS (F TE M

Samuel Tate: Sam has shown respect all month long by using “yes ma’am” and “no ma’am”, “please” and
“thank you”! | am so proud of him and the excellent example he has been in our class.

Lucy Rodden: Lucy uses good manner words without being reminded. She also waits patiently when she
needs to talk with me if | am talking to someone else. Thanks for showing respect.

Holly Tawadrous: Holly is sweet and a respectful girl! She responds with a quiet and humble attitude. | am so
glad she is in my class.

Stella Nguyen: Stella is an extremely respectful young lady! She has an excellent habit of consistently
speaking and acting respectfully to both adults and other children.

Eliana Menjivar: Eliana has been so consistent with respect! From the first day of school, she has
remembered to say “yes ma’am”, “please”, “thank you”, and “excuse me”. Eliana has also done a great job
showing respect to classmates and friends. Way to go!

Rose Dehmlow: Rose shows respect from her firm handshake in the morning to her cheerful “goodbye” in the
afternoon to both teachers and classmates.

Esther Shaub: Esther shows good respect. She quickly makes connections with others and strives to be

courteous. She has grown so much in this area and that makes us proud.
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